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The NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge is now open and St
James Primary is excited to be participating!

Celebrating 25 years of the Premier’s
Reading Challenge

This year marks the 25th anniversary of the
NSW Premier’s Reading Challenge! Since it
began in 2001, millions of students across
New South Wales have enjoyed taking part in
this wonderful reading journey. St James is
proud to be celebrating this milestone and
joining in the fun again this year!

What is the NSW PRC?

The PRC is a statewide initiative that
encourages students to develop a lifelong
love of reading for fun and pleasure. It is not a
competition, but a challenge to inspire every
student to read more books and explore
different kinds of stories and information.

All students who complete the Challenge and
have their reading logged and validated by our
PRC coordinator will receive a certificate
signed by the Premier of NSW.

How many books do students need to read?

« Kindergarten to Year 2: Read or
experience 30 books in total. At least 20
must come from the official PRC booklists,
and up to 10 can be books of their own
choice. Books can be read by the student,
or shared with a parent, carer, teacher, or
another student.

» Year 3 to Year 10: Read 20 books
independently. At least 10 must come from
the official PRC booklists, and up to 10 can
be books of their own choice.

If a book is part of an approved PRC series,
students can include up to 5 of those books on
their Challenge list and up to 10 more from the
same series as Personal Choice books.

Books must be added to students’ online
reading records by Friday, 18 September 2026
to be validated and qualify for a certificate.

How do students log their reading?
Students can log their reading using the PRC
Student Experience website, which they can
access with their Department of Education
username and password via the Student
Portal. A video guide to help students use the
site is available here.

Individual usernames and passwords are being
sent home in student diaries this coming week.

How can students find PRC books?

You can find a wide selection of Premier’s
Reading Challenge books available for
borrowing in the school library. These are
clearly marked with a sticker for easy
identification.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Utzvy5jCYcyBQj5EFyicRm1dA_ydK89N/view?usp=drive_link

What do students get for completing the PRC?

The NSW PRC tracks student progression
throughout their schooling.

1-3 years of completion: Standard certificate

4 years of completion: Gold certificate
5-6 years of completion: Standard
certificate

7 years of completion: Platinum certificate

8-10 years of completion: Standard
certificate

PRC Medal: The PRC medal is awarded to
Year 9 or 10 students only.
Year 9 students qualify by completing the

Challenge every year from Year 3 to Year 9.

Year 10 students qualify by completing the
Challenge seven times between Year 3 and
Year 10, allowing them to skip one year.

If your child has previously participated in the
PRC but has changed schools, make sure you

check their challenge history. If they have

previously attended a non-government school,

their accounts may need to be merged.

If you have any questions or want to support
your child’s reading, please get in touch!

PRC coordinator: Mrs Styman

Bookbites

One chapter. One book. One bite-sized reading to get you hooked.

e

Listen to authors read the first
chapter of your favou
to find your next
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Book bites: A PRC podcast

This year the PRC have developed a new,
student-focused podcast called Book bites!

Every episode features an Australian
author reading the first chapter of their
book that features on the PRC book lists.

This podcast is a great way to explore new
books your child might like to read as part
of the Challenge.

Listen to the podcast on Spotify, Apple
Podcasts, or the Listen at the Arts Unit
webpage.

How do students log their
reading?

Students log their reading using the student
experience site. You can watch a live
demonstration of how to do this via this video.

You can also see a step-by-step guide on the
PRC'’s support site.



https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/video/nsw-premiers-reading-challenge-2025-an-introduction-to-the-nsw-premiers-reading-challenge
https://prcsupport.freshdesk.com/a/solutions/articles/24000089912
https://artsunit.nsw.edu.au/video/nsw-premiers-reading-challenge-2025-an-introduction-to-the-nsw-premiers-reading-challenge

